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In IS. 6, you levied, for State purposes, a tax of Q mills chequered career. I hardly need mention to vou its j necessarr to meet current expenses, and re imburse him I packed in boxes in rood order. 2i loose Loins ru-tc- d, m ngovernor's Annual Message. iuc ?i,wu oi property, in lb72, tlie lew was 30 per1 condition when you convenea in session last Jauuarv, lor ' self out of the appropriation lor lb 1ms was thought
cent. to be better for the State than to borrow the moneyiiictu uie jevy lor fetj; in 1613, 92 per i was wen Known. jnsmana?eraeni ana other causes

greater: in 1874. 115 npr cpnt rr-to- r mA i;?; hid lft. it almost a wreck, an Universitv onlv in nnmpcent

a considerable lot ol r.eeourremenis. n...-.,- . aims ru, 1

accoutrements are stored in Natchez, subject to my or,,.r.
Forty-on- guns and bayonets are yet in the pt - i vS;,,n ,.f
citizen, who refuse to surrender them to the At nt up
pointed bv me. 03 boxes of arms, 47 boxes of iitnmum- -

' j e"vv-- jcij,; . -- -
- per cent, greater. So it will h apfn tUt l,o .,. Parents had become disheartened, and nsanv of thpm hidKxtcLiivfc Office, Jackaou, Miss., Jan. 2, 1877.

Stunie and ITo-us- of Representatives:
.tub lOA-- j 't V iers have directly and sensibly experienced the practical withdrawn their sons; discipline had become so lax as to

which would increase the amount. I recommend that ,

separate appropriations be made lo pay the deficiencies j

thus created in the two Institutions, go that their affairs j

will not hereafter be embarrased by debts hanging over!
them from vear to year. I also recommend that the

T, t.W results of the be almost powerless in restraining students from evil tion. an I 8 boxes of haversackseconomy inaugurated by your session of epositc in the Tinted
er of loverii' rlast year. bv or(JtNTLtMEN At the beginning of a now year, and of a

. .-
- !.:,. i , i i

practices ; the college classes had become badly deranged,
and, in some instances, entirely broken up; valuable

States camp at in 1875,
Awe-- , wore recently moved by thBoard of Trustees be authorized to employ some physicianceniiin in oui l uuimj a ins loi v , uu nave asseraoiea The foregoing: furnishes a stronger commentarv than r.a propertv had been destroyed or stolen : everything was j bv the year for the Institute tor Deaf .Mutes. Dr. Carter the Capitol Armorv. ami thereLogislative Branch of the State Government,the

e Adjutant ieneral to
Morel, t he I '. S. ui'icer
that the post at Jack
go eminent building.

to
re- - in a state of contusion, or worse. Feeling a warm and j did the medical practice during the period he wa Princi-- ! in command having iriven noticeany words, and shows the result of substantial and visible,?...'ir;ite yourselves anew to the various duties and

aeep interest in its weiiare ana success, i appointed a pal. It is now necessary to employ a physician.with which yon have leen entrusted. retrenchment and economy under the wise and judicious son had been abolished, and the
ordered to bo sold.elation of last winter. Not a Department has sutfered j loar(l of Trustees coaiposed of gentlemen wh"b I was

you met in January, 157G, for means to meet its I sured-fel- t a like interest in Alcorn University. On the
Conscious, as you are, of the magnitude and importance

of these trusts, and of the wisdom and labor required to since The State has made ample provision for the education
of its blind and deaf and dumb, but I am informed by the
Principals of the two Institutions that many pupils are

necessary expenses, vet the cost of administering the' 'Jth dav ol.Julv Jast.l tendered the position of 1 resident mion.Juiini-te- r them wim impartial justice, it is confidently
amerent branches of the ( 1S76 less ! lo lnn- ll- - it- - Jtevels, leenng conuaent that he, aoove all tinj.eiii'vo d that you win ue louna not wanting m a proper t I i r t ... . . ' . 1 111 ? University upon a prosperous j prevented from attending on account of the inability of in tins ::ito.others, could piace tneconception ui what the exigencies ol the times demand,

foot in
During the recent canvass

tion of voters was unusually
was there any complaint as to

Dr. K accepled, and immediately entered upon,u,r in the courage necessary to enact such laws as will be their parents or friends to pay traveling charges lrom
their homes to the State Capitol. I recommend such

large. In on'
the working
ion. As th

citHrieni to oro:ect t!ie interests of every citizen of the

the regi-trf- v

v oie con nt, .

the IU u
re w as .some
on one point,
in the mm- -

tration Law ot vour last se

man one nan oi what it was in lb75.
During 1S7C. to the 1st day of December, the Statepaid the sum of $137,400 of her bonded debt, and $11,824

interest on the same. Certificates of indebtedness,
to amount of $122,504, were cancelled during thesame period. Auditor's warrants were outstand-
ing to November 30th, 1S76, to the amount of

State, and to enforce that which is right under any and all doubt as to the intention of the l.egishit ure
I submitted to the Attornev-- t ieneral. earlv

the discharge of his duties. Ihe result has been most
satisfactory and gratifying. The fall term opened on the
lot'.i day of September, and there are now 50 students in
attendance, with the prospect of, perhaps, double that
number at the opening of the winter term, now near at
hand. The change of management has restored confi

circumstances.
I rn iv be permitted to express the hope that your ees

legislation as may be deemed proper to enable the
indigent blind and deaf and dumb youth to reach the
Institutions. The sum required in the aggregate would
be small, and some provision might be made by which the
State or counties would furnish transportation upon satis-
factory proof that the parents or friends were not able to
do so.

;0ri will be characterized by harmony, wise counsel and
foyu,.3s.52, ot which $227,718.36 were Insurance wnronerous charity, and that your labors will so promote

dence, and there is no reason known to rue why the Inrants on deposit, and $185,269.77 were known as Railroadthe general welfare as to entitle you to the blessings of

mer, the question as to whether one member of the County
Board of Registration could go alone to the different
election precincts and register the voters, or whether, in
every act of registration, the law required a quorum of
the Board to be present. On the Goth of Juno, the Atto-

rney-General gave it as his opinion that the law re

stitution should not, ere long, number its students by
hundreds. The expense to each student per week for tu

warrants, (i. e., Kipley and N. 0., J. & G. N. R. R?.,
which were ordered cancelled bv the Acts of Anril 15th
1576, but which the Stale Treasu rer was enioined from For a detailed statement of the operations of the Char-

itable Institutions, during the past year, their needs and
... : iit. i . . . i th. rocancelling, injunction suits, in relation thereto, are stil iquiici uu- - v. ouiiiy noaruio ot' in st
tration of voter-- . I am 'nfinno.l i

U

,;it inn
ac' ion

pending. Amount due Chickasaw School Fund, on the -- t .

to
It H't .ill. ol
the view s of1st day oi December. 1876. was $814.743.2.1: to s.im. the County B. anls conformed their

the Attornev-General-date, interest on said debt to amount of $46,800.04 had
oeen paid, leaving $20,071.86 of interest due on the dav

i I recommend such legislation at vouraameu nt se-so- jib

wants, I reter you to the Annual lieports of Superinten-
dents and Boards of Trustees, which will be transmitted
to you.

THE STATE PEMTENTIAUY.

On the 20th day of December, there were in the State
Penitentiary 711 convicts, 83 white and 028 colored.
Between the 30th day of November, 1S75. the date of (he
Annual Report, to November 30th, 1 S70, there were

445 convicts. 150 are within the walls, and 552

nty t he inten
requires that

as win piace iioyou i question or uucertai
tion of the Legislature. The Act of 17t

II K , I . ...

(jop, and to the gramuae ot the people you represent.
At no previous period have the necessities of the

jva;o more thoroughly demanded prudent, careful and
economical legislation, and I entertain no doubt but that
t!,P wisdom, prudence and economy that marked the
pecc'lings of yoar last session, will be rigidly adhered to
(firing the present. The practical experience which you
irive in conducting legislative business, will enable you
tj proceed ;it once intelligently with the work before
vou.

jt is with feelings of profound pleasure that I congratu-

late on the domestic and social prosperity and
tr.ii) jaility of our beloved .State. During the recent
ewiun-- r political canvass, comparative peace and good
orlcr prevailed. No disturbance was reported that was
not promptly met and suppressed by tlie local authorities,
nor lias it been charged that any citizen of the State

to submit to, or in any way resisted, the authority
aiiv civil oilicer. So far as I am advised, not a single

disturbance occurred on the day of election ; and at no
time siiice the organization of the State Government,
h;iw th people been more peaceful, quiet and

Jndehtedncax of the State.

The following was the Indebtedness of
ail oi the "county hoard M:i not e in. in . oi tl,

the State on
the 1st day of December, 1870:

same political party.' Certainly that requirement is
if one member can discharge all the important, du-

ties of registration. In partial ur spe.a'al registrations
i . i. . - ..... 1 . .v ....... I t, . . . I .

ition, boarding, washing, fuel and lighte, need not exceed
$1 35. Scores of young men may be enabled to prose-
cute their studies within its walls whose poverty would
otherwise shut them out. The strelest regard is now
paid to the cultivation of good morals and habits in the
students, and the Faculty, earnestly striving to profit by
past sad experience, are leaving nothing undone to sur-
round the young men with such influences as will tend to
their moral elevation. The marked good deportment of
the students, together with the warm commendations of
the leading citizens of the vicinity, leads me to believe
that the Institution has before it a bright and successful
career.

The State Superintendent of Public Education informs
me that he experiences much difficulty in obtaining from
county Superintendents the official reports required by-

law. Some legislation may be needed to compel a com
pliance with the law. It is very important that the re-

ports be furnished within the time fixed.
The State Superintendent also informed me that lie finds

great confusion exists in the minds of County Superin-
tendents, Teachers and Trustees, and even of many legal
gentlemen, as to the precise import, of some enactments

Due Chickasaw School Fund, outside. 7 whites and 61 colored effected their escape du
i Tl. 1 111. .f ll , ..

1 1 in, noi in: .i iii.ii i er ui Mint it momeni : - Mil in gen or a I23
86 regiMrawon-- , uie i,oaru Should he in session at eacliring me pust year. nit; ut-uiu-i ui meconvieis, both in pre- -Due Interest on same,.

Due Common School Fund, 0

$814,743
20.671

878,572
05.327

500,308
26.8S2

emci, ;iihi every act shout. I le the-- act ol the F, M,-.- iin
not of one member.Due Interest on same, (Distributive,) ot:

Warrants Outstanding, 5
Certificates of Indebtedness, 00

side and outside the walls, has been good. The ho-pit- al

average inside during the past year was about 10, most
of which were chronic cases, the diseases having been
contracted previous to admission. Only four deaths oc-

curred among the convicts inside the walls during the
year. There are 200 cells in the Penitentiary, of which
onlv 174 are serviceable.

Bonds Due Jan. 1, 1877, $307,050
149,900

5.000
227.15- 0-

" " 1, 1878,
" " 1, 1870.

I also call your attention to the tact t hat the law of
17' makes no pnnisiou for the payment of the cpon---- .

of the State Board. No provision is made for the ap
pointment or payment of a Clerk or Secret arv, and t he
Board is forced to have one, as there is no liu'le clerical
labor required. There are other iiem, for which you
should make some provision : among which is th.U of.1... i l :. . . . ... ... i .

While the past seasons have not been as lavorable as 00" ' " 1, 1800,
rnul.i have been desired, and the yield of the crops has

5
Leon comparative' v small, yet the 'husbandman and the

690.300
32,180

S.579
14.476
S4,736

in relation to the free school system. The ground of such
diversity and confusion should certainly be removed, in

Interest on Bonds. January 1, 1S77,
Railroad Tax, for Distribution,
Interest on Insurance Deposits,
Interest on Bonds, (not yet audited,)

liihoror have received a reasonable reward for their labor,
. . , . . . . . .i iii i i i i' ....i.i 11 : I 67

ioa neaiui, me greatest ui t;iuuiv uit-ssinji- s, ins oi's not re
require anyaua g

no; u.ienug e.peiiM'- - 01 1 in' hieiuiier Who
side at the State Capitol. It is not ju-- t to

. 4 1 1 11! 1 . . I

00 so far as they are due to the defects of legislation. It isprevailed. o epidemic, or malignant lorm ot''('iserali y - one 10 uibcnarge puuuc uuues ai his ownour midst. For these, and otherIUtise. has appeared in Total amount Indebtedness. $3,226.S47 43
exceedingly important that the Public School System of
the State should be thoroughly organized upon a basis
that will commend it to the confidence and affection of

in accordance with the act of April 15th, 1870, the
Inspectors, on tho 0th day of June, leased the Peniten-
tiary convicts, buildings and property, to Messrs. Jones
S. Hamilton and John L. Hebron, on the following terms,
to-w- it : The lessees bind themselves to feed, clothe and
maintain the convicts, to furnish them with medicine,
medical attendance and proper care and treatment when
sick, lo pay all expenses of convoying theni to the Peni-
tentiary, of guarding, etc., all rewards for escapes, inclu-
ding advertising, jail lees, charges for returning, etc., ta
employ and pay all necessary officers, superintendents

we should, as a people, ue mien wim reereiuLlessinL
tliatikfu ness to from whom cometh every good and From the foregoing, should be deducted the following
Tifrt'fCt gift. our entire population. The Hope is entertained that very

much can thus be accomplished by wise legislation, re-
pealing what is defective, incorporating what mav beIn compliance with my constitutional duty, and to aid

in (lirc-etmir- . vour attention to matters which require con

amounts :

Chickasaw- - School Fund and Common School
Fund, debts upon which the State is only
required to pay interest, (less 00,020 21,
on latter, in U. S. Bonds, counted below

deemed beneficial, and then consolidating the whole into

KLUTni;-- .

Tho Code of 157, (Sec. vii., Art. p. lixes the
compensation of Kleetor-- i of President and Vice I'resi
dent, of the 1'niiod Slates, in going to and returning from
the State Capitol, to cast, their voles, but your la-- 1 sc hm
made no appropriation for their piyment. 'Ihe amount,
due the Electors who met in Jackson, December Mli, la
about $100. I recommend tho appropriation to pay it.

Mer.it i on, 1 submit a summary of the condition of the
State. a?id its various institutions, accompanied by the a few simple statutes, clearly defining the rights, powers and guards, excepting the State Superintendent and for

and duties of all concerned i commend mis subject to all convicts over 140 in number, to pav t lie State the sum
your most thoughtful and patient consideration.as balance in Treasury,) $1,632,380 60rcvoiaineiidation of such measures as seem to me neces

f:iry and expedient.
TliK 1'LlfUC KEVENt'ES.

Our prosperity and greatness as a State, and happiness
as a people, depend upon the free and liberal education

Cash balance in Treasury, Dec. 1, 1876, 308,582 55
Warrants in Treasury owned by State, and

included in Outstanding Warrants, 185,200 77 of the vouth of both races: and every effort calculated

;of$l 10 per head per month, dating as to each convict
Ifrom the day he shall come into their hands, said payment
j to be made annually, on the 1st day c:f June 1877, 1878.
j 1870, and 1880. The lessees entered into bond for the
i faithful performance of their contract, as provided in the
Act.

of the Auditor of Public Accounts and to improve the means and opportunities of education.
St ,!, 'IV.- - inrpr will show the finances of the State to be shall receive from me most cheerfulTotal Deductions, .... $2,126,242 21 encouragement ana

substantial support.Leaving as the Indebtedness of the State
proper, December 1st, 1870, the sum of.. . $1,100,005 22

For a more detailed statement of the Finances of the
th e STATE S CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

It is with no little pleasure I report to you that the

FollFU Ti:i) l.ANhS.

The Slate owns many thousand acres of lan-h- forfeited
for taxes. In many instances the land-- are valiieles-t- .

But in others they are very valuable. These lauds
pay no taxes to the State. As a general rule,
the original owners are in possession. Ibis is great,
injustice, not only to Ihe State, but tolhose who faithfully
bear the burdens of Government. I trut the Logi-datur- o

will take- some action to divest the State ol the title to
these lands, and place them where they will contribute

State, I refer to the Annual Keports ot the Auditor m
Public Accounts and State lreasurer, which will be shortly

On the 0th day of November, in pursuance of author-
ity granted to them by the said act of April 15th, the
lessees of the Penitentiary entered into a contract with
E. Richardson, a sub-lesse- e under Messrs. French and
Jobes, the latter of whom held certain convicts under a
contract made with the Inspectors under the act of Feb-
ruary 20th, 1 875. Under the contract between E. Rich-
ardson and Messrs. Hamilton and Hebron, Richardson
retains possesion of all the convicts held by him as sub-
lessee Of F. and J., UP to h-- 1st day of Jumlair, 1873, the

Charitable Institutions of the State are in a most satisfac-
tory and nourishing condition.transmitted to vou.

n a most, satisfactory condition. At the present date,
lie Imports not having been completed to the close of

the pist year, it is impossible to give in full the transact-
ions of the two Departments. But at an early day, I will
transmit to you the lieports of the officers named, con-

taining a complete statement of the operations of their
respective Departments during the year 1870.

When you met in regular session, in January, 1870, the
warrants of the State were sold on the streets of Jackson
af fn. a t' to 85 cents on the dollar. In January, 1375,
sales u--

. re made bv public officers at 73 cents, and in
Ju'w at s,3 cents. A careful calculation shows the aver-a-- e

pri- e of warrants, during- 1S75, to have been 81

cents. During your session, the value of the paper of

Revenue Agent.

On the 19th of April last, I appointed John II. Echols,

The Lunatic Asylum.

The Annual Report of the Superintendent of the Lu
s ) . i " . 1 ' ftheir eh are lo the public revenue. Thii-

sCfh grnTe important: that it caiii tor most in acioiu ana
' iMiml.ur f toi 11 rr 1 ?i(l n 11 ti a nr.iri f a 1. i..-..l- n f.natic Asylum, shows that the past year Was Hie most

successful of that Institution under its present manage-
ment; that more patients were accommodated than in

of Hinds county, as Revenue Agent, under the Act of
April 15th, 1S70, entitled "An Act to appoint an Agent
to investigate frauds and collect revenues due the State,
counties and levee boards of the State' The gentleman

J1U lil . - A k k , l ..4. VI I kJ 1 V. VI ll ly I J V. Ul.lvlvJ till ill "

count of escapes, etc. R. releases to said II. and II. his
right to insist upon specific performance of the contract
under which F. and J. hold beyond the said 1st dav ofthe Stale nne to 05 cents. Shortly afterwards, aim uu- -

any year since 1809, and that, too, relatively- - with awhen there were tewrill.' .lull months of Slimmer. smaller outlay of money-- . The Appropriation for 1 875, j January, 1 S78, at which date he is to deliver said cou

well-mature- legislation. Every citizen should be required
to bear his share of tins burden of government. I am
aware of the difficulty of accomplishing the step I recom-
mend ; but the evil grows wm -- e from year to year, and
demands some remedy. What Ihe remedy should be, I

leave to tho wisdom and discret ion of the
only assuring you that you shall have my hearty co oper
tion in any measure that will tend to counteract or cm red.
the evil complained of.

t aves nnd but little occasion for dealings, ot any named is peculiarly fitted for the important position. To
great industry he adds many years of valuable experience
in duties connected with the financial affairs of the State.

victs to Messrs. II. and II.to meet, current expenses, was $72,000. all of which sum,.to n. iv.,

i!u.iiii..ii,..i lo 97in sri o w:i rr.ni is. i u ;un; i vo was drawn and expended. The Appropriation for 1870
was $00,000. Notwithstanding the appropriation was one- -and remained at that figure until about me ursi, uiCi'. Mr. Echols entered at once upon the discharge of the

!,,. i it rn,n to !).) cents, since me iauNovember duties imposed upon him by the Act mentioned. He has sixth less, the affairs of the Institution were so well man
lad statements made, and has all ttie ac aged in 1S70, that not only was the sum of $00,000 sufli

cient, but the entire appropriation, I am informed, wascounts and settlements made under what is known as the
batement Act of 1875. He has made a specialty of During the past vear, there were more lis is and roi:n:i n'ULS.matters connected with sales of lands for taxes, and has

been enabled to correct many erroneous sales, and to ac
recoveries and fewer deaths comparatively than during
any-- preceding year, and notwithstanding the walls were
crowded beyond their legitimate capacity, there were no
accidents or calamities.

A considerable proportion of tho mom
account of Fines and Forfeitures, is lo- -cumulate much valuable information in regard to the col- - ceived on

the Slate,
the man

V l
to

i g

iiarnel date, the paper of the State, allhougli nomina uj
at one cent below par, has really been worth dollar
for dollar.

Tliis satisfactory- - result is due to the wisdom and pru-1,'fL- v

of vour legislation in 1870, to the public confidence
idt i:MiJ administration of the all airs of the govern-monl- .

and to the spirit of retrenchment and economy
thai pervades every department I congratulate you,
and through you the people of every section ot the tate,

the condition of our finances,upon present prosperous
and upon the satisfactory report which the public ser-

vants are enabled to make of their stewardship.
Tl i,.H. Home will irivo vou a tolerably fair idea

This is caused bv delects in (he laws nroiection of taxes on lands held by the Slate.
For a statement of the transactions of the Revenue

Vgent. and suggestions in regard to needed changes in
The following statement shows the number of patients, aidnor in which such money may be accounted for, and j

over. The whole system is loose, and has been theetc., on the 31st December; ' Slllj- -

vc:irs.led of complaint, besides loss to the State, forMALES. FEMALES. TOTAL.
the laws on the subjects pertaining to his office, I respect-
fully refer to the Report of that officer, which will be
transmitted to you. Number in Asylum,.

fth- - transactions of the financial branch Admitted duringol Ol H1C ..'Ui"- -

1876, to the

107 160 330
157 167 324

61 24 88
28 14 42

S 1 0
17 7 24

eovernment. from the first day of January, discharged recovered during year, .

discharged improved during year ...
Died during year

1 he matter is of sufficient importance to pi-til- y a thorough
revision of the laws on the subject. 'Jliere is no reason
why the State should lose a dollar which beloni'-- t to its
Treasury, nor is there any reason why the collection and
payment of moneys received from fines and forfeitures
may not be reduced to the almost perfect system which
now characterizes the collection an I payment, of thoso
received from taxes on privileges. I a-- k your at I cut ion
to the subject. Light taxes even are when
taxpayers have reason to believe their money fails to
reach the Treasury: while heavy taxes lo-- e many of I heir
harsh features, when the person, who pay them know
they are honestly accounted for. and are appropriated t

pay the legitimate expenses of Government.

$507,810.55

40,000.00

$547,S16.55

dates mentioned:
OUbur-emen- ts by warrants from January 1st

to December 10th
The disbursements for tho remainder of the

year will not exceed, say,

Making total disbursements, 1S70

hilT.j. from January 1st to December
31st, the disbursements by warrants
were, (as per Auditor s repori, jam"":

$1,430,192.00

300,000.00
should be de- -

1st. 1870, p. 2.)
from this last named sum,

ducted, sav,

PUBLIC EPfCATIOX.

Since your last session, Hon. Thomas S. Gathright, hav-

ing been appointed to the Presidency of the ' State Agri-
cultural and Mechanieal College of Texas,"' has resigned
the position of State Superintendent of Public Education,
a position which he had filled for nearly five months with
distinguished credit to himself and to the State. On the
17th day of August last, I appointed Hon. Joseph Bard-wel- l,

of Lauderdale county, to the position made vacant
by the resignation of Prof. Gathright. Dr. B. entered
upon the discharge of his duties on the 1st day of Sep-

tember. A gentlemen of intelligence and refinement,
peculiarly fitted for the position, under his management
the Department of Education is conducted with ability
and satisfacton.

The system of Public Education has become apart of
our State Government, and in every section the people
seem to be alive to the importance of free and liberal
education for the youth of both races. Few, if any, ob-

stacles are interposed by any class of our citizens, and
soon, it is confidently believed, the Free School System
of Mississippi will compare favorably with that of older,
richer and more experienced States.

Being bonds and interest on State debt paid
in 1875 $1,130,192.00

At your last session, you - made an appropriation ol
$8,730 for roofing and protecting the unfinished wing of
the Asylum. This work has been completed, and the
money was very judiciously expended under direction of
the Board of Trustees. Many applications for the admis-
sion of patients have been refused lately on account of
the want of accommodation. The new wing Avill accom-
modate between eighty and one hundred. 1 recommend
that you make, the necessary appropriation for the pur-
pose, and that the Trustees be authorized to have the
wing completed and furnished at the earliest practicable
moment. In its present condition, it is of no service, and
the money heretofore expended on it is so much dead
capital. Humanity requires that the State should do all
in its power to provide and care for its unfortunate insane.

Institute for the Blind'.

Since the opening of the present session, October 1st,
21 pupils have been received at the Institute for the
Blind. The average attendance during the past year, was
28. Of this number, 13 were white females, 10 white
males, and 5 colored males. No provision has been made
for the admission of colored females. I recommend such
legislation as may be necessary to provide for the recep-
tion of this class of blind pupils. Out of the sum of $8,000,
appropriated at your last session for the support of this

On the 30th day of December, 1S76, Messrs. Hamilton
and Hebron, lessees, entered into a contract with Messrs.
French and Jobes, who held under the net of February
20th, 1875, by which contract Messrs. and J. surren-
dered to Messrs. II. and II. all the convicts which the
former were in possession of under said act. ' At present,
all the convicts of the Stale, excepting the 150 in posses-
sion of E. Richardson, as above stated, are embraced in
the contract of June 9th, between the Inspectors and
Lessees.

As authorized by the act of February 20th, 1875, I in-

structed, on the 17th day of August last, the Superinten-
dent of the Penitentiary to visit Washington and other
counties where convicts are worked, and make an in
spection of the food, clothing ani general treatment of
the convicts in possession of Messrs. French and Jobes or
of others holding under them. The Superintendent made
a careful and thorough inspection. He found the num-
ber of convicts held under the lease of F. and J. to be
321 , stationed on ten different plantations in Washing-
ton, Issaquena, Coahoma and Bolivar counties. lie
found all the convicts furnished with proper medical at-

tention when sick, and generally well fed and well
clothed. The guarding of the convicts was found to be
inefficient and defective. This has given rise, and justly
so, to much complaint and uneasiness in the neighbor-
hoods where they are stationed. It has a tendency to
corrupt the morals of a community, besides subjecting
citizens to insults and outrages. The contract with
Messrs. French and Jobes requires theni to furnish suff-
icient guards, their appointment to be approved by the
State Superintendent. This requirement, I am informed,
has been entirely ignored by Messrs. F. and J.

Inspectors of the Penitentiary.

The act of Vpril 15th, to provide for leasing the Peni-
tentiary, appoints the Inspectors as Commissioners to
make the lease. Section 12 abolishes the office upon tho
closing of the contract: but section 11 seems to continue
the Inspectors in office as Commissioners, and empowers
them with certain duties in the event the bond of tho
lessees shall become insolvent or insufficient. As the
lease has been perfected, and tho Commissioners have no
duties to discharge except in the condition named, I re-

commend that the office of Inspector or Commissioner be
abolished altogether, and that the duties required of them
hy section 11, be devolved upon the State Superintend-
ent. The latter resides at the State Capitol, and the du-

ties can be discharged at less expense t the State.

MILITIA.

The Constitution, (Article IX., Section 2,) is in the fol-

lowing words: t;The Legislature shall provide for the
organizing, arming, equipping and discipline of the Militia,
and for paying the same;"' and Section 3 made it the
" duty of the first Legislature to make such laws as shall
be necessary to immediately create an effective Militia in
this State." Chapter 46, of the Code, provides for the
enrollment and organization. During the present admis-tration- ,

no necessity has existed for the services of the
State Militia. The civil power has at all times been suff-
icient to enforce law and preserve the public peace. But
even had there been any necessity for organizing the Mili-
tia, I was powerless to do anything, as the Legislature made
no provision for that purpose. I trust there will be nq
necessity in the future ; but I feel it to be my duty to
call your attention to the Constitution, and laws on the
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COI NStl. IN STATU CAt'SKS".

On the 6th of March, the Supreme Court of the State
affirmed the judgment of the. Chancery Court of Lauder-
dale county, against the Mobile and Ohio Lu'roal
Company. The judgment, is for $3!G,S(6. The suit was
brought by the State to recover from the Company the
amount of the Chickasaw School Fund, loaned to it by the
State in 1850.

Tho Act of February 7th. 1807. in relation to the Xew
Orleans. Mobile and Chattanoooga Railroad Company,
required the Company to eonut ruct and maintain a draw-
bridge over and across the central portion of Pearl River,
where the track of the Company cro-e- d that stream.
Failing to comply with the requirements of the Ad, Suit
in Mandamus was brought by the State ag iint the
Company at the June, 1875. Special Term of th Circuit
Court of Hancock county. The Court decreed a Peremp-
tory Mandamus to commanding the Company to
construct and maintain the drawbridge, etc., as required
by the Act of 18;7. The Company appealed to the
Supreme Court of the State, which affirmed the decree?
July 17th. 1876.

Both of the cases named have been ( arried to tho
Supreme Court of the United States, and are now pending
before that tribunal.

It is important that the Slate be represented by compe-
tent counsel in the Supreme Court of the United States.
I call your attention to the matter, confident that you will
take such action as may be necessary in the premised.
The case against the New Orleans, Mobile and Chatta-
nooga Railroad Company is one in which the citizen of
the Gulf Shore are very much interested. The mouth of
Pearl River is now, and for some time has been, perma-
nently closed by an iron bridge, and the lumber interests
of the southern section of the State suffer by every day's
delay on the part of the Road to comply with the Act of
the Legislature and the order of the Court.

23,536,799
.95,007,480.00
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h'tal valuation of same
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Total number in schools:

Institution during 1876, about $3,000 were used to pay an
outstanding debt, which had been carried over from year
to year for several years. That diversion of the annual
appropriation made an additional sum of about $2,500
necessary to meet the current expenses of the past year,7 r a.ip..$35,702,040.00
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yo which the State Treasurer, by order of the State Board of j

Finance, was authorized to advance, re imbursing himself I

out of the appropriation for 1877. The main building of i

Average monthly enrolment m scuuuis.
65 3S4
6S 580 133White... 064Colored

Number of teachers employed:
Ck IOC

and I Monroe,(The counties of Alcorn, Greene, Marion
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The subjoined statement will show, at a glance some

f the substantial results accomplished by your session ot
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Receipts lor scholastic year, lrom ;u counties

reported, (exclusive of Universities and
Normal Schools) -
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the Institute is in a very dilapidated condition. A year or
two hence, it will not be habitable, without a large amount
of money expended in repairs. Even then, the policy of
patching an old building at heavy expense, is, to say the
least of it, doubtful. I call your attention to this subject,
and recommend such legislation as to you may seem
proper in the premises.

Institution for Deaf Mutes.

The number of pupils in attendance at the Institution
for Deaf Mutes, during the past year, was 40. The
average attendance was 35. There were 24 pupils in at-
tendance on the 20th of December, with a good prospect of
an increase during the winter months. Dr. Carter, who
was Principal for many years, and managed the affairs of

rHHrso,u(tt bv Warrants in 1S75 a!$ (' 1ec'
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dent in attendance at the University of Mississippi is
f iu.;n Normal Department of Tougaloo L niver- -
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subject, for such action as to you may seem proper.

There are many State Arms in the hands of private in-

dividuals, which, at different times, were distributed to
officers of the Militia by my predecessors. Some lecisla- -

3,606,61
2,640.14
5,600.00

6,650.00
47,476.45
29,122.97
28,270.00
4,776.52

840.59
20,056.38
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$311,891.85

THE CENTEXXXAL EXHIBITION.

Agreeably to an Act passed at your last session, tho
Centennial Board of Managers, for this State, was reor-
ganized. Fifteen gentlemen, representing various indus-
trial pursuits, and residing in different portions of tho
State, were commissioned. The former Board had already
contracted for the erection of a building at Fairmount
Park, intended as a headquarters for visitors from Mis

The new Board ratified tho contract, and tl.o
building was ready at the opening of the Exhibition on
the 10th of May. This building was erected by tho

ICoutinueJ on Fourth Page.

the Institution with eminent success, resigned during the
past summer. The Board of Trustees elected Prof. Chas.
II. Talbot to fill the vacancy. Prof. T. is a gentleman of
experience, and under his management the Institution is
sustaining its reputation as a first-clas- s school for Mutes.

At the beginning of the past year, this Institution was
encumbered with a debt of near $2,000, which it had been
carrying over from year to year. This debt was paid out
of the annual appropriation for 1876, which caused a
deficiency. As in the ease of. the Institute for the Blind,
the State Treasurer was authorized to advance the sum

j tion is necssary to compel parties to surrender these arms,

Normal School at Hilly Springs, 70. Ihe two tatter
are schools for colored students.

Alcorn University.

I ani glad to be able to state that Alcorn University
it be, to-wi- t!

fair to become what its founders designed
University for the education of he col-

ored
first-clas- sa

The University has had a
youth of Mississippi.

most ot the eflorts heretotore tasen to accomplish that
object having failed. The Adjutant-Genera- l of the State
reports to me that he ha succeeded, through the assist-
ance of Gen. Will.T. Martin, in securing in Adams county
100 breech-loadin- g altered Springfield Kifle Muskets,
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